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SECRET PORT OF SPAIN 0376 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PFOR, PINS, MOPS, CU, AO, TD 

SUBJECT: CUBAN INTERVENTION IN ANGOLA 

REF: STATE 011313 (NOTAL) 

1 . DURING A DISCUSSION WITH TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO PRIME 
MINISTER ERIC WILLIAMS FEB 13 IN HIS OFFICE I ASKED FOR 

HIS ASSESSMENT OF CUBAN MOTIVES IN LAUNCHING A 12,000 MAN 
EXPEDITIONARY FORCE INTO ANGOLA. 

2. WILLIAMS FELT THAT CASTRO HAD LAUNCHED ANGOLAN 
INVOLVEMENT FOR HIS OWN MOTIVES BUT SAID HE COULD ONLY 
SPECULATE WHAT THOSE MOTIVES REALLY WERE. HE STATED 
THAT THE ABILITY AND WILLINGNESS OF CASTRO TO LAUNCH SUCH 
A SIGNIFICANT MILITARY INTERVENTION FAR FROM CUBAN SHORES 
WAS AN IMPORTANT NEW POLITICAL FACT IN THE CARIBBEAN. 
(NOTE: IN A RECENT PUBLIC SPEECH WILLIAMS REFERRED 
OBLIQUELY TO CUBA AND NOTED IN THE VERNACULAR: "WHAT 

IS LIKELY TO HAPPEN IF SOMEBODY DECIDES SOMEDAY, WELL 
MAN, WE TRIED LIBERATING PLACES TOO FAR AWAY, LETS US GO 
AND LIBERATE TOBAGO." - SEE POS All) 
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3. THE PRIME MINISTER THEN SAID THAT HE FELT THE MOST 
SIGNIFICANT RESULT OF THE CUBAN INTERVENTION WOULD 
EVENTUALLY BE FELT WITHIN CUBA ITSELF, AND THAT IT 
COULD ULTIMATELY LEAD TO THE DOWNFALL OF CASTRO. HE 
WAS CONVINCED THAT THERE WOULD BE SIGNIFICANT DOMESTIC 
CUBAN REPERCUSSIONS AS THE SCALE OF CUBAN INVOLVEMENT AND 
CASUALTIES BECAME MORE WIDELY KNOWN AT HOME. HE ALSO 
NOTED THAT CASTRO'S PUBLIC STATEMENT THAT "THE BLOOD OF 
AFRICA FLOWS IN OUR VEINS" MIGHT COME BACK TO HAUNT CASTRO, 
PARTICULARLY IF RUMORS ARE BORNE OUT THAT CASTRO HAD 
ARTIFICIALLY MANEUVERED BLACKER SKINNED CUBANS INTO 
NUMERICAL PREPONDERANCE IN THE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE. 

4. WILLIAMS ASKED IF WE COULD KEEP HIM INFORMED OF ANY 
INFORMATION WE OBTAINED INDICATING THE RACIAL MAKEUP 
(PERCENTAGES) OF THE CUBAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE, AND ANY 
INFORMATION ABOUT ADVERSE REACTION DEVELOPING IN CUBA. 

5. COMMENT: WHILE THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THAT WILLIAMS 
ACTUALLY KNOWS WHAT IS HAPPENING WITHIN CUBA ANY BETTER 
THAN WE DO, IT IS INTERESTING THAT HIS UNQUESTIONING 
ASSUMPTION IS THAT THIS CUBAN ACTION WILL NEGATIVELY 
AFFECT CASTRO'S INTERNAL POSITION, AND PERHAPS SERIOUSLY 
SO. WILLIAMS IS ALSO CLEARLY UNEASY WITH THE NEWLY 
DEMONSTRATED CUBAN PENCHANT FOR INTERNATION MISCHIEF. 
RICH 
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